
STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Deten-

tion Center is getting an $8 
increase in its daily housing 
allowance from the U.S. Mar-
shals Service, plus a hike in 
its transportation reimburse-
ment for moving federal pris-
oners. 

Jailer Athena Hayes re-
cently completed negotia-
tions with the Marshals 
Service, which turned out 
more finically beneficial than 
she had originally antici-
pated. 

The jail’s budget, which 
was finalized last summer, 
will need to be amended now, 
Hayes said, to reflect a 
greater increase in antici-
pated housing dollars. The 
jail is on a fiscal budgetary 
year that begins each July. 

On Jan. 1, the housing per 
diem will increase from $49 
to $57. Additionally, the 
county jail will receive an in-
crease in the hourly fee Uncle 
Sam pays it for transporting 

those federal pris-
oners to and from 
court appear-
ances. The new 
rate will be $32 
an hour, up from 
$23. Those dol-
lars supplement 
the wage of trans-
portation officers, help the 
jail purchase and maintain 
its fleet of transport vehicles 
and offset other expenses re-
lated to moving federal in-
mates, Hayes said.  

Federal inmates housed in 
Marion are either awaiting 
trial, awaiting final sentenc-
ing or on hold for probation 
violations. 

The federal contract is good 
for 36 months, through June 
2026. When Hayes began 
working as a deputy at the 
jail in 2014, the federal in-
mate per diem was $35 and 
transportation reimburse-
ment $10 per hour. Former 
Jailer Robbie Kirk secured 
renegotiated contracts in 

2016 and 2020 with in-
creases each time. 

Over the past four years, 
federal inmates have made 
up between 30 to 40 percent 
of the Crittenden County 
Jail’s population. Revenue 
from the U.S. Marshals Serv-
ice is important to the jail’s 
bottom line, providing more 
than $1 million annually. 
The jail received $1.6 million 
from its federal contracts in 
2021, but last year was less, 
down to around $1.3 million. 
With one month to go in 
2023, it appears federal 
housing dollars for the calen-
dar year will be somewhere 
close to 2022’s figures. 

Hayes says that “a comfort-
able” level of federal inmates 
inside the local facility is 60 
to 70, or about 35 percent of 
the entire population. Fig-
ures beyond that, she said, 
can lead to issues that are 
not favorable to behavior and 
other factors inside the jail.  

“I appreciate the interest 

that has been expressed 
about the renegotiation of the 
federal contract and under-
stand the importance of what 
it brings to the county,” 
Hayes said. “While I am dis-
appointed in the delay due to 
the freeze on negotiations 
that occurred, I am happy 
with the outcome and that I 
was able to accomplish it 
within my first year in office.” 
added Hayes, who became 
the county’s first female jailer 
when she was elected in No-
vember 2022. 

Hayes said that maintain-
ing a solid, professional rela-
tionship with the federal 
districts it serves is a top pri-
ority. Those districts are 
Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Missouri. 

The jail also has a contract 
to keep state inmates which 
pays it $35.34 per day. Other 
counties that use the Marion 
facility to house their in-
mates pay between $32 and 
$36 per day.

Get Your Christmas On! 
Nativity at Deer Creek 
   Deer Creek Church near Sheridan 
in rural Crittenden County will be 
hosting its annual Live Nativity from 
6-8 p.m., nightly Dec. 9-12. 
 

Community Christmas 
   Teen gifts are needed for Com-
munity Christmas. Find out on page 
10 what other assistance the pro-
gram is looking for and where you 
can contribute. 
 

Grinch at Rehab Center 
   Breakfast with The Grinch will be 
held at 9 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 9 at 
Crittenden County Health and 
Rehab Center. 
 

Marion Parade Champs 
   Chosen as the top float during 
Saturday’s Marion Christmas Parade 
was the 4-H Club. First United Bank 
was second and Freedom General 
Baptist was third. The parade, which 
can be viewed in its entirety at The 
Press Facebook Page, was coordi-
nated by Partners Insurance Agency 
and sponsored by Crittenden 
County Chamber of Commerce. 
 

Religious ID in America 
   Based on how people identify 
themselves, if American religion 
could be represented by a group of 
100 people, this is what the group 
makeup would look like, according 
to Nationscape from 2020 data:  
40 Protestants 
24 Catholics 
18 Nothing in Particular 
5 Agnostic 
4 Atheist  
3 Jews 
2 Muslims 
1 Mormon 
1 Orthodox Christian 
1 Buddhist 
1 Hindu 

   
County office dedication 

At 5:30 p.m., Thursday there 
will be a building dedication and 
open house at the Crittenden 
County Office Complex. There will 
be a formal blessing of the build-
ing with addresses from local 
leaders and state dignitaries.  

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS  

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet in special session at 3:30 
p.m., Friday, Dec. 8 at the county 
office complex. 

•Crittenden County Local Emer-
gency Planning Committee will 
meet at 5 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 12 
at the county office complex. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education meets at 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday Dec. 12 at Rocket Arena. 

•Marion City Council will meet 
at 5 p.m., Monday, Dec. 18 at city 
hall. 

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m., Monday, Dec. 18 at city 
hall. 

•Salem City Council will meet at 
5 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 19 at Deer 
Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
Dec. 21 at the county office com-
plex. 

 

24/7 BREAKING AND LOCAL NEWS / THE-PRESS.COM                           AN INDEPENDENTLY-OWNED, LOCAL NEWSPAPER SINCE 1879 ONE DOLLAR

     The 

Crittenden Press
     The 

Crittenden Press

©2023, The Crittenden Press Inc. 
The contents of this newspaper, 

including stories and advertising, are protected by U.S. copyright laws.

    The 

Crittenden Press 
USPS 138-260 / Marion, Ky.

10 PAGES / VOLUME 142 / NUMBER 49 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2023 

No matter your generation or which platform you pre-
fer, The Press is there bringing you news and sports      

in a timely fashion. Join us online today!

Holiday Deliveries Coming at Night | Page 10 

Over 8K 
followers

Over 1K 
followers

500 + 
followers

Online 6K+ 
Daily Clicks

Over 1K 
Subscribers

Fully Grout Existing
12" Cast Iron Pipe

Backfill Excavation
with Filter Layers

and Riprap

Raise and Install Erosion
Protection at Breach Channel

Install Riprap Cofferdam
(Crest Outline only Shown)

Dewater and Install
Seal on Intake

Install 2 New Siphons
- One for Pool

Control at 591' and
One for Low-Flow

Conveyance

BY CHRIS EVANS 
PRESS EDITOR 

Within days, work is expected to 
begin on a significant project to sta-
bilize the levee at Lake George, 
which has been deemed unstable by 
inspectors. 

To pay for the repairs, up to $4 
million has been formally promised 
to the City of Marion by Kentucky 
Emergency Management under an 
Emergency Order first issued by 
Gov. Andy Beshear in the spring of 
2022 and twice extended.  

That emergency declaration runs 
out at the end of this month. Once 
the ensuing stabilization project is 
complete, the emergency order will 
no longer exist, according to a letter 
of acknowledgement on the matter 
sent to Marion Mayor D’Anna 
Browning Nov. 17 and signed by the 
director of Kentucky Emergency 
Management. 

By now, most readers know the 
history of the crippled levee. It 
began to weep in April 2022, trigger-
ing an emergency response by local 
and state officials. The levee was in-
tentionally cut to relieve pressure on 

the earthen dam because it was 
feared that a dam failure would 
jeopardize human and property as-
sets downstream along Crooked 
Creek. 

By cutting a relief ditch in the 
levee, Lake George’s water level was 
lowered by about 10 feet, and that’s 
where it remains today as the city’s 
drinking water plant continues to 
draw raw water from the half full 
reservoir.  

The upcoming multi-million-dollar 
levee repair, local leaders have said, 
is only a stop-gap. The temporary fix 
will last no more than three to four 
years, say Marion’s water crisis con-
sultant Tim Thomas.  

Meantime, Marion must deter-
mine a path forward toward long-
term water security.  

Many questions remain. Some of 
them will need to be answered rela-
tively soon. 

Among the questions are: 
1. What is beyond the upcoming 

Lake George stabilization project?  
2. Is there an agreement in place 

now, or even an option for one be-

tween Marion and CLWD that would 
fortify the town’s water needs gener-
ations into the future?  

3. If not, what the options?  
4. If it is determined that Lake 

George will not be a long-term raw 
water source for Marion, does an 
appetite exist among local leaders to 
rebuild it solely as a recreational 
asset for fishing, kayaking and aes-
thetic enjoyment? 

The clock is ticking and while 
there has been a great deal of dis-
cussion about possible answers for 
all of those questions, so far there is 
no outright path. 

Mayor Browning has made it clear 
that the city desires to become a 
full-fledged, wholesale customer of 
Crittenden-Livingston Water Dis-
trict (CLWD). Without expansion, 
however, the two-county water dis-
trict can right now only supplement 
Marion’s water needs. At times, 
that’s been difficult enough. With-
out increasing its ability to make, 
store and transmit a higher volume 
of water, CLWD cannot be a player   

See WATER/page 8 

Patch Work to Begin at Lake George
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Degrees in psy-
chophysiology and para-
medicine were the brush 
strokes that led Eliza-
beth Kirby Rodriguez to 
the classroom. 

Art was a stress re-
liever for her while tak-
ing rigorous math and 
science classes in high 
school, followed by pre-
med curriculum at Lind-
sey Wilson College, 
where she graduated in 

2014. 
Her professional pallet 

brought her back to Crit-
tenden County High 
School where she was 
honored last week as a 
McDonald’s Outstanding 
Educator.  

She was chosen from 
1,750 nominations re-
ceived by McEnaney 
Family McDonalds for 

 
See TEACHER/page 10 

Provided by the City of Marion, the aeriel image above illustrates work that is getting ready to be done at Lake George to shore 
up its levee, which was deemed unsafe more than a year ago. These repairs are only a temporary fix, say city leaders.

Hayes

Feds provide contract boost to county jail

CCHS Teacher Painted Popular Murals 
McDonald’s says Rodriguez 
is its Outstanding Educator 

Pictured are CCHS Principal Rhonda Callaway, McDonald’s representa-
tive Kathy Counts, Elizabeth Rodriguez and Crittenden County Schools 
Superintended Tonya Driver.



Helmcamp 
Arrangements are in-

complete for Phyllis Ann 
Helmcamp, 83, of Mar-
ion, who died Tuesday, 
Dec. 5, 2023 at Mercy 
Health Hospice Paducah. 

Gilbert Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Head 
Frank G. Head, 74, of 

Henderson, died Friday, 
Dec. 1, 2023. 

 He was born June 13, 
1949 in Webster County 
to the late 
Frank and 
C e c i l 
F e l k e r 
Head.  He 
a t t e n d e d 
M u r r a y 
State Uni-
v e r s i t y 
where he 
played foot-
ball from 
1968 to 1972 
and was in-
ducted in 
1996 to Mur-
ray State University Hall 
of Fame.  He is also a 
member of the Farmers 
Bank Marion-Crittenden 
County Athletic Hall of 
Fame. After college, he 
was drafted into the U.S. 
Army and served in the 

Vietnam War from 1972 
to 1974.  He was a coal 
miner for more than 25 
years at Costain Coal 
Company and Pyro 
Mining Company. 

Surviving are three 
children, Amy D. Green-
well of Henderson, Chris 
(Rachael) Head of Lexing-
ton and Margaux Head of 
Henderson; two sisters, 
Donna Smith of Georgia 
and Alger Prow of Clay; a 
brother, Randy Head of 
Henderson; four grand-
children, Will Stone, Ivy 
Greenwell, Veronica 
Head and Johnny Head; 
several nieces and 
nephews; and dear 
friend, Debbie Summers 
of Dixon. 

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by his wife of 42 

years, Mary “P.C.” Mark-
well Head in Feb. 17, 
2018; a sister, Mary 
Ayers; four brothers, 
Jerry Head, Kenneth 
Head, Gene Head and in-
fant brother Elmo Head. 

Services are 1 p.m., 
Friday, Dec. 8 at Rudy-
Rowland Funeral Home.   

Full military rites will be 
performed by American 
Legion Worsham Post No. 
40. Visitation is at 11 
a.m., Friday at the fu-
neral home. 

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
St. Anthony’s Hospice. 
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Training complete 
Crittenden County Volunteer Firefighter Taylor Crabtree 
this week was recognized for completing the Kentucky 
Firefighter Basic 1 training hours. She is one of about 
30 volunteers – and several women – who serve on the 
the local department. A total of 115 training hours are 
required to complete the program. Making the formal 
presentation of her fire helmet is chief Scott Hurley.

Deaths

Extension 
events 

• Two chances to 
create an evergreen 
wreath are offered at 2 
p.m., and 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Dec. 7 at the 
Crittenden County Ex-
tension Annex. Take the 
free wreath home and 
enjoy for Christmas. Call 

(270) 965-5236 to reg-
ister.  

• A meal prep class will 
be held from 6-8 p.m., 
Monday, Dec. 11 at the 
Extension Annex. Learn 
essentials to meal prep-
ping, plan a menu, get 
shopping tips, cooking 
techniques and easy reci-
pes. To register, call (270) 
965-5236 or 270-704-
1871. 

2
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Farm Bureau recognized 
for program achievement 

Crittenden County Farm Bureau 
was recognized during the 104th 
Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB) annual 
meeting in 
Louisville for its 
outstanding mem-
bership and pro-
gram achievement 
in 2023. The 
award honors 
county Farm Bu-
reau offices that 
meet the com-
pany’s profitability 
requirements and 
whose insurance 
policy growth meets or exceeds its 
annual growth goal. 

Stephen Hill, president of Critten-
den County Farm Bureau, was ac-
knowledged as the award recipient 
by Mark Haney, president of Ken-
tucky Farm Bureau, and other Farm 
Bureau leaders, during the organiza-
tion’s awards program on Dec. 1. 

  

Fohs Hall makes formal 
bid for $500,000 grant 

Fohs Hall Inc., made a formal 
presentation last week of its grant 
application for the Fohs Hall Rotunda 
Park Project to the Advisory Board of 
the Kentucky Department of Local 
Government Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund. Fohs Hall President Alan 
Stout made the presentation, which 
was done electronically from Marion. 

The project is sponsored by Fohs 
Hall, Crittenden County Fiscal Court, 
Marion Tourism Commission and 
Crittenden County Tomorrow. The 
presentation was made on the on-
line TEAMS Platform. Also repre-
sented in the presentation were 
Judge-Executive Perry Newcom, 
Mayor D'Anna Browning, City Admin-

istrator Diane Ford-Benningfield, PVA 
Todd Perryman, Tourism Director 
Michele Edwards and Pennyrile Area 
Development District grant specialist 
Jared Nelson. The presentation was 
brief as there were a total of 30 pre-
sentations made for project applica-
tions across Kentucky. The grant 
application is for a total of $500,000 
with $250,000 in local matching re-
sources. The project encompasses an 
outdoor pavilion, a colonnade, rest-
rooms, landscaped green space and 
a walking trail. 

 

Civics Bee application 
will be due next month 

Regional competition of the 2024 
National Civics Bee will be held in Pa-
ducah April 20. 

Students in Ballard, Caldwell, Cal-
loway, Carlisle, Christian, Crittenden, 
Daviess, Fulton, Graves, Henderson, 
Hickman, Hopkins, Livingston, 
Logan, Lyon, Marshall, McCracken, 
McLean, Muhlenberg, Todd, Trigg, 
Union and Webster counties may 
apply. 

The National Civics Bee aims to 
encourage young Americans to en-
gage in civics and contribute to their 
communities. All sixth, seventh and 
eighth grade students in public, pri-
vate and home schools in Kentucky 
are invited to apply by submitting a 
500-word essay online at 
https://bit.ly/3MLa5PN. 

Paducah Area Chamber of Com-
merce was selected by the U.S. 
Chamber to host the regional com-
petition. Deadline for essay submis-

sions is Jan. 8. 
After the application portal closes, 

essays will be reviewed by a panel of 
judges and the top 20 students in 
western Kentucky will be selected to 
test their civics knowledge and com-
pete in the regional, live quiz com-
petition in Paducah.  

Finalists and top winners will re-
ceive various prizes, including $500 
cash for the first-place student. The 
top three winners at the western 
Kentucky competition will have a 
chance to compete against other 
middle school students from across 
the state at the state level competi-
tion in Louisville.  

 

Sheriff collects 76% of 
county taxes in November 

During November, Crittenden 
County Sheriff’s Department col-
lected payment for 5,759 tax bills. 
That amounts to 76 percent of the 
entire 2023 tax collection sum. 

“We want to say a big thank you 
for everyone's patience during the 
month of November for our two per-
cent discount tax collection period 
while we worked out some kinks with 
the new location, computer prob-
lems, and new taxing system,” Sher-
iff Evan Head said in a post on social 
media. 

Tax bills are due at face amount 
through Dec. 31. Beginning in Janu-
ary, a late penalty will be assessed. 

 

Suspect eludes sheriff, 
authorities post reward 
for arrest of local man 

Crittenden County authorities are 
seeking the public’s help in locating 
Mitchell Peek, 36, of Marion who is 
wanted on an indictment warrant 
from Crittenden County and two 
warrants out of Lyon County.  

Peek eluded apprehension Friday 
night following a police chase 
through two counties that was initi-
ated before 10 p.m., by Sheriff Evan 
Head on US 60 just east of Moore 
Hill. Peek was operating a motorcycle 
and had a female passenger.  

The sheriff attempted to make a 
traffic stop when Peek was observed 
allegedly operating the motorcycle in 
a reckless fashion. The bike sped 
away and turned onto KY 1668, then 
westbound onto KY 135. The chase, 
which never exceeded 55 mph on a 
foggy night, went through Tolu and 
into Carrsville in Livingston County 
before Peek crashed. He fled on foot, 

but the female was taken into cus-
tody. 

Peek is believed to be at large in 
Crittenden, Lyon or Livingston coun-
ties. He is wanted in Crittenden 
County in connection to a case in-
volving Brian Fitzgerald, who is now 
in custody and facing a federal in-
dictment. During the Fitzgerald in-
vestigation, authorities say evidence 
was ascertained indicating that Peek 
was in possession of a handgun (as a 
convicted felon) and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. The Crittenden 
County Grand Jury handed down an 
indictment against Peek last month 
in those accusations. 

In Lyon County, he’s wanted for 
various alleged crimes, including 
fleeing or evading police, possession 
of methamphetamine, probation vio-
lation, tampering with physical evi-
dence and wanton endangerment.  

Peek is described as a white male, 
6-foot tall and weighting 210 
pounds. 

Anyone with information about his 
whereabouts is asked to call 270-
965-3500.  

The female passenger on the mo-
torcycle, Christina Robison, 30, of 
Marion was cited for possession of 
methamphetamine, possession of 
marijuana and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. She refused treatment 
following the crash. 

A reward for information leading 
to his capture is being offered by 
Crittenden County TipLine. 

 

Vehicle tax year reminder 
Crittenden County Clerk reminds 

drivers that if you own a car on Jan. 1, 
you will owe 2024 property taxes on 
the vehicle, even if it has not yet been 
titled in your name. 

For instance, if you purchase a new 
automobile on Dec. 26, but don’t title 
it until mid-January, you will be re-
sponsible for next year’s taxes. Like-
wise, if you sell a car on Jan. 2, you will 
owe 2024 taxes on it. 

Residents should plan appropriately 
for registering a vehicle as the new 
year approaches. 

“Our office will be closed Dec. 29 to 
Jan. 10 due to a statewide shutdown 
and revamp of Kentucky’s motor vehi-
cle registration system,” said Critten-
den County Clerk Daryl Tabor. 

 
 

Between Printed Editions  
Tune in to The Press Online 

for breaking news.  
We also ask that you subscribe to  

our YouTube Channel.  
It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 
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50 YEARS AGO 
December 6, 1973 
n More than 4,000 people lined the streets 
of Marion to view the Crittenden County 
Chamber of Commerce’s Christmas Pa-
rade. Bright sunshine combined with the 
pageantry of the floats and bands made 
the parade the most successful in the 
county’s history. “It was without a doubt 
one of the most rewarding events the 
chamber could have sponsored,” stated 
Chamber President Paul Mick. 
n The prospect of a new industry coming 
to Marion was the major item of discussion 
at the December 1973 Marion City Council 
meeting. Trail-Mite of California Inc., a 
manufacturer of small travel trailers indi-
cated its interest in establishing a sub-
sidiary company in Kentucky and that it 
would like to settle in Marion. The com-
pany was interested in using the old Potter 
and Brumfield factory building for its plant 
facilities. It estimated that Trail-Mite would 
employ 125 people and work two eight-
hour shifts. An annual payroll of more than 
$700,000 was projected. 
n Pumpkins on the rooftop? Carrie Chil-
dress had pumpkins on her roof due to the 
overgrowth of the vine from her front yard. 
She got three pumpkins from the vine with 
the largest weighing over 10 pounds.  
n Jeff Binkley and David Hamilton re-
hearsed their lines for the Crittenden 
County High School Drama Club's presen-
tation of “The Importance of Being 
Earnest.” There were two presentations of 
the comedy, both dinner theaters held in 
Marion, and the play was under the direc-
tion of CCHS drama teacher Eric Larue.  
 

25 YEARS AGO 
December 10, 1998 
n For 52 years, R.C. Hamilton peered out 
of the windows of his Main Street clothing 
store and watched parades march by. For 
decades Hamilton, grand marshal for the 
1998 Christmas parade, had been a fixture 
at the corner of Main and Bellville streets. 
He spent that time as an employee and 
later owner of Hunt’s Department Store. 
He was selected by the Chamber of Com-
merce to lead the parade down the streets 
of Marion for families, friends, neighbors 
and guests that chilly winter afternoon.  
n Sasha Sabates poured dirty water into a 
filtration system in Julia Poat and Judy 
Easley’s classes at Crittenden County Ele-
mentary. The science project, part of a unit 
the two teachers taught on Growing and 
Changing, showed students how charcoal 
and gravel filter dirt to leave only clean 
water to travel through the bottle. Student 
Olivia Adams led the participation in the 
project for the class.  

 
n Six senior members of the local FFA 
chapter competed in the Regional FFA 
Welding Competition at Murray State Uni-
versity. The arc welding team composed of 
Evita Harris, Angie Curnel, Bradley Adams 
and Brain Kirk earned an excellent rating. 
Corey Payne competed in mig welding and 
was rated excellent while Justin Sutton 
was rated superior third on oxygen acety-
lene welding.  
n Ronnie Heady was sworn in as the Crit-
tenden County Property Valuation Adminis-
trator Monday by County Clerk Danny 
Byford. Heady won the election over Ron-
nie Ordway, replacing long-time PVA Mau-
rice Corley.  
 

10 YEARS AGO 
December 12, 2013 
n What ranks as the worst winter storm to 
hit the area since the ice storm of 2009 
paled in comparison to that catastrophic 
event but caused its own share of prob-
lems just the same. As winter struck early, 
Reagan Hodge attempted to clear a car 
after a storm dumped over six inches of 
snow and ice onto Crittenden County.  
n Crittenden County Farm Bureau was 
recognized for outstanding membership 
and program achievement during the 94th 
Kentucky Farm Bureau annual meeting. 
Stephen Hill accepted the award from Ken-
tucky Farm Bureau.  
n Cash Express and Marion Police De-
partment helped support Community 
Christmas by filling the department's 
humvee with toys donated by individuals 
within the community. Individuals that con-
tributed to the collection efforts included 
Nancy Hunt, Lorie Curtis, Phelicity Yesh, 
Jerry Parker and Ricca Guess.  
n Pam Champion, a clerk in the Crittenden 
County Property Valuation Administration 
office, earned the coveted Certified Ken-
tucky Assessor endorsement. She was the 
only clerk in PVA Ronnie Heady’s office to 
have earned the designation since retiree 
Pat Collins.   
 

Hill

From the winter of 2000, Crayne Post-
master Roseanne Bebout takes a photo 
of tornado damage to the post office. 
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It is the season of Ad-
vent for Christians. It 
is a time of hopeful and 
watchful wait-
ing for the cel-
ebration of the 
arrival of the 
Messiah. It can 
also be a time 
of busyness 
and unneces-
sary stress. The 
further our fo-
cus shifts from 
thankfulness 
and gratitude 
the more likely 
we are to miss 
the beauty of 
this season.

For some 
there will be 
disappointment 
because the 
new car they 
got was not the one they 
wanted. For some there 
will be heartbreak be-
cause they cannot afford 
to give their children the 
coat that they need. There 
will be some who spend 
more than necessary, 
only to reap the dif昀culty 
for the 昀rst few months of 
the next year.

There are always those 
who are experiencing this 
time of year without a be-
loved family member as 
well as those who are wel-
comed for the 昀rst time. 
Often it is both at the 
same time. It is a season 
of light through darkness. 
It is a season of joy and 
sorrow. There are mo-
ments of noise and laugh-

ter. There are all-too-rare 
late-night conversations 
from the heart with fam-

ily that we 
may not see 
often enough. 
Memories and 
dreams, giv-
ing and receiv-
ing, hopes and 
fears, all con-
verge around a 
tree, a table, or 
a church ser-
vice.

It is a good 
time to be re-
minded of the 
importance of 
simplicity and 
keeping the im-
portant things 
primary and 
the lesser im-
portant in the 

background. This is not a 
time to compare or com-
pete with gifts. It is not 
good for the givers or the 
receivers. This is a time to 
be thoughtful and quiet. 
Give yourself permission 
to relax. Do not fear the 
expectations of others but 
do what can be done with 
joy.

It is a time to prepare 
yourself for God to act. 
There will be moments 
this holiday season that 
God will do surprising 
things. It is for us to be 
ready to see them and, 
when necessary, act. 
There will be opportuni-
ties for forgiveness and 
reconciliation. There will 
be opportunities to ex-

press gratitude. There 
will be chances to act 
graciously in dif昀cult cir-
cumstances. Relation-
ships can be complicated 
by our expectations and 
memories. Events in the 
world can make us anx-
ious. 

Jesus, in the Sermon 
on the Mount, reminds us 
that what we serve deter-
mines our attitudes and 
reactions. Notice that his 
teaching to not be anxious 
about our lives immedi-
ately follows a statement 
about what we serve.

“No one can serve two 
masters; for either he will 
hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devot-
ed to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot 
serve God and mammon. 
“Therefore I tell you, do 
not be anxious about your 
life, what you shall eat or 
what you shall drink, nor 
about your body, what 
you shall put on. Is not 
life more than food, and 
the body more than cloth-
ing? Look at the birds of 
the air: they neither sow 
nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heav-
enly Father feeds them. 
Are you not of more value 
than they? And which of 
you by being anxious can 
add one cubit to his span 
of life? And why are you 
anxious about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the 
昀eld, how they grow; they 

neither toil nor spin; yet 
I tell you, even Solomon 
in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. 
But if God so clothes the 
grass of the 昀eld, which 
today is alive and tomor-
row is thrown into the 
oven, will he not much 
more clothe you, O men 
of little faith? Therefore 
do not be anxious, saying, 
`What shall we eat?’ or 
`What shall we drink?’ or 
`What shall we wear?’ For 
the Gentiles seek all these 
things; and your heaven-
ly Father knows that you 
need them all. But seek 
昀rst his kingdom and 
his righteousness, and 
all these things shall be 
yours as well. “Therefore 
do not be anxious about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will be anxious for itself. 
Let the day’s own trouble 
be suf昀cient for the day.” 
(Matthew 6:24-34)

It is hard for me to stop 
chasing what others ex-
pect of me. It is hard for 
me to not bow to the god 
of consumption. It is hard 
for me to stay focused 
on the simplicity of faith 
and service to God and 
his creation. Keeping it 
simple is not easy, but it 
brings peace.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Find simplicity this season

God’s holiness sets him 
apart, yet He is near

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.
n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.
n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 5:30 
p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, opposite 
side of the building from the Thrift Store.
n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of rain.
n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.
n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. the third Thursday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.
n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open from 
9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.
n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.  

Community Events & News

Question: My pastor 
proclaimed in a sermon, 
“God is holy.” What does 
it mean that God is holy? 
How can we honor His holi-
ness and, at the same time, 
experience His love?

Answer: Certainly, God 
is holy. The Bible clearly 
states that truth, “I am the 
LORD your God; conse-
crate yourselves and be 
holy, because I am holy” 
(Leviticus 11:44) and 1 Pe-
ter 16 reiterates it, “Be holy, 
because I am holy.”

God is holy meaning He 
is perfectly righteous. God 
of the Bible is unique from 

all the other so-called gods 
of the world. He is set apart 
from His creation and wor-
thy of our worship. He is 
the one true God.

He is without sin and 
we are sinners. He is high 
above us. At the same 
time, God is “imminent.” 
He comes near to us and 
we can come near to Him. 
Moses, Aaron and Samuel 
“called on the LORD and 
he answered them” (Ps. 
99:6). He loves us and we 
honor Him as our holy, just 
and righteous God.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison
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Pearl Harbor claims life of Marion man

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

We remember and hon-
or that day, December 
7, 1941, 82 years ago, 
a date which will live in 
infamy. President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt declared 
this in an address to 
Congress and the nation 
the day following the un-
provoked attack on U.S. 
military installations at 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

As you know if you 
read my articles, I gather 
most all our local histor-
ical information from the 
archives of The Critten-
den Press. During this 
much important time in 
our history there were 
very few issues of The 
Press available for mi-
cro昀lm, thus there are 
several years that most 
of this local personal his-
tory has been lost. It so 
happens with the years 
1941-1942.

–––
Headline on

December 12, 1941
Only one short arti-

cle was available on the 
bombing of Pearl 
Harbor, and it 
appeared in the 
Friday, Dec. 12, 
1941 edition of 
The Crittenden 
Press. Its head-
line read: Ger-
many and Ita-
ly Declare War 
Against U. S. 
Thursday Morn-
ing – Japan 
Launches Sur-
prise Attack In 
Paci昀c Sunday 
Morning.  Long 
War Seen – Japs 
Claim Aircraft 
Carrier Lexing-
ton Sunk Off 
Hawaii – 100 
Jap Planes Downed in 
Manilla Battle – Air Raid 
Alarms In Los Angeles, 
San Francisco and New 
York – Central American 
Countries Join U. S. In 
War With Nippon.

Washington, Dec. 11 
– Congress passed leg-
islation yesterday au-
thorizing expeditionary 
forces to any part or 
portion of the world. The 
measure followed shortly 
after declaration of war 
against Germany and 
Italy. Germany and Italy 
declared a state of war 
to exist against the U. S. 
early Thursday morning 
and in retaliation Pres. 
Roosevelt’s message was 
before the Congress be-
fore noon yesterday.

Japan staged a sur-
prise attack on American 
territory in the Paci昀c 
Sunday, attacking Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii and Ma-
nilla. Great Britain and 
Canada declared a state 
of war existing against 
Japanese Empire before 
U. S., which was declared 
shortly after President 
Roosevelt addressed the 
Congress in joint session 

Monday morning.  Dutch 
East Indies, South Afri-
ca, China and Central  
American republics also 
declared war on the Nip-
ponese during the Mon-
day and Tuesday legisla-

tive session.
The Japa-

nese attack 
is believed 
result of Ger-
man’s loss 
of 2,500,000 
men and vast 
amounts of 
war materi-
al, guns and 
planes in 
Russia. Hit-
ler’s strategy 
was that of 
distracting at-
tention of U. 
S. from aid to 
Great Britain 
and Russia.

J a p a n e s e 
reports that U. 
S. aircraft car-

rier Lexington has been 
destroyed off the coast 
of Hawaii while another 
report of the same origi-
nation placed the site as 
off coast of Malaya, both 
reports are said to have 
come through German 
sources. The Lexington 
carried 2,100 men and 
of昀cers and had lane ca-
pacity of 81.

In Manilla battle, 100 
Japanese warplanes 
were reported destroyed 
and invasions of Luzon 
repulsed with exception 
of northern coast.  The 
Nipponese are attacking 
U. S. ships about 100 
miles off the coast of Ho-
nolulu with 昀erce battle 
reported raging at late 
hour yesterday.

Japanese forces oc-
cupy Thailand and are 
concentrating there for 
an attack against the 
British naval base of Sin-
gapore.  Many raids on 
the Singapore base have 
been repulsed during 
the past three days but 
Britain reports loss of 
the battleship Prince of 
Wales and destroyer Re-

pulse.  British gunboats 
launched on a counter 
attack against Japan on 
Malaya peninsula and 
Dutch ships are reported 
northward bound to join 
the British.

–––
In the Dec.26, 1941 

edition these two short 
items were found.

Wilbur K. Hunt Is Re-
ported Safe .  Wilbur K. 
Hunt, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Alex Hunt, and 
member of the U. S. Air 
Corps, Honolulu, Terr. of 
Hawaii, is reported safe.  
Mrs. W. S. Lowry, aunt, 
reports receipt of mes-
sages Dec. 14 and Dec. 
21.  

Ernest James Report-
ed Safe In Paci昀c. Er-
nest James, U. S. Navy, 
is reported safe in the 
Paci昀c area. A cablegram 
announcing the fact was 
received by relatives last 
Friday.  Locations, names 
of ships that members of 
the Navy are assigned 
or attached, is withheld 
under censorship of the 
Navy, as likewise is simi-
lar information by the U. 
S. Army.

–––
Doubtless the death 

of Marion’s Thomas W. 
Collins would have been 
written about in The 
Press, and we could have 
learned more and grieved 

for the family those many 
years ago.

Of all places, we 
learned a little about his 
death that December day 
in the Chicago Tribune, 
dated July 1, 1942.  

It tells of a visiting 
reporter from the pa-
per getting views of the 
smaller towns during the 
war and how it affect-
ed their thoughts. She 
visited Marion to talk to 
Thomas’ parents,  Tom 
and Sarah Collins.  

Tom Collins’ youngest 
son, Thomas, 20, was the 
昀rst war casualty of Mar-
ion. Young Thomas was 
a member of the crew, 
a 昀reman on the U.S.S. 
Downes, which went 
down at Pearl Harbor. 
Thomas had done two 
years in the CCC then he 
joined the Navy. He was 
a 昀reman, third class, on 
ship number 375.

–––
Next information Oct. 

17, 1947
Remains of First World 

War II Dead Arrives In 
States. In a telegram re-
ceived from the War De-
partment last week, Mrs. 
Sarah Collins was noti-
昀ed that the remains of 
her son, Thomas W. Col-
lins, had arrived in the 
United States, and fur-
ther information would 
be sent soon giving more 

details as to arrival date 
in Crittenden County. 

Collins was the 昀rst 
Crittenden County ser-
viceman to lose his life in 
World War II, having been 
among the casualties 
suffered by United States 
forces at the treacherous 
and disastrous Japanese 
attack upon the Pearl 
Harbor Naval Base in the 
Hawaiian Islands on Dec. 
7, 1941.  

–––
November 7, 1947 – 

Thomas W. Collins Giv-
en Military Funeral
In a solemn and im-

pressive ceremony, the 
remains of Thomas W. 
Collins, the 昀rst Critten-
den County serviceman 
to lose his life while in 
service during the last 
great war, were laid to 
rest in the cemetery at 
the Rock Springs Church 
in Webster County, on 
Sunday, Nov. 2, at 2 p.m.

Collins was born Aug. 
8, 1921, and enlisted at 
Louisville in the Unit-
ed States Navy on Nov. 
8, 1939 as Apprentice 
Seaman. He was sent 
to the Great Lakes Na-
val Training Station for 
seamanship instruction 
and later transferred to 
the USS Downs.  He was 

stationed at the U. S. Na-
val Base at Pearl Harbor 
in the Hawaiian Islands, 
and was listed as Fire-
man 3rd class, while 
attached to the Downs.  
He was killed on Dec. 7, 
1941 in the Japanese 
attack on the Hawaiian 
base.

Collins is survived by 
his mother, Mrs. Sarah 
J. Collins; two brothers, 
Marvin and Eugene; and 
a sister, Esther.

The body of Collins ar-
rived in the United States 
a few weeks ago, and was 
received in Marion last 
Friday afternoon, accom-
panied by Chief Petty Of-
昀cer William C. Herndon. 
The body was taken to 
the home of his brother, 
Eugene, until Sunday af-
ternoon when the funeral 
cortege left for the cem-
etery near Wheatcroft.  
(The Eugene Collins fam-
ily lived on Chapel Hill 
Road)

The funeral cortege 
was escorted from Mar-
ion by the City of Mar-
ion police car.  A large 
crowd attended the fu-
neral rites at the church, 
with a large delegation 
present from Critten-
den County.  Military 
rites were conducted at 
the funeral with Lt. Col. 
Calvert Small of Marion 
in charge.  At the grave-
side, the 昀nal salute to 
the dead was given by a 
squad of men of Ellis B. 
Ordway Post 111 of the 
American Legion. 

–––
After nearly six years, 

young Thomas’s remains 
were at last back home 
in the United States and 
laid to rest in his home 
soil which he gave his life 
for. May we never forget. 

  (Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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Nearly six years after his death at Pearl Harbor, Seaman Thomas W. Collins’ remains were 
returned home and was given a military funeral at his family home on Chapel Hill Road.  Pall 
bearers were Ray Hopkins, Herschel Love, Randell Walker, Charles Conditt, Thomas Nunn 
and G. C. Fuller. American Legion Auxiliary 昀ower girls were Mrs. Thomas Tucker, Mrs. 
Carson Davidson, Mrs. Calvert Small and Miss Dorothy Franklin.

Crittenden County’s 昀rst 
casualty in World War II 
was stationed at the Naval 
Base at Pearl Harbor on 
Dec. 7, 1941.



employment
$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES FOR 
MOST POSITIONS!!  Ear-
le C. Clements Job Corps 
Academy is seeking em-
ployees. We offer a com-
petitive salary, bene昀ts 
package, and advance-
ment opportunities.  MTC 
is an equal opportunity 
employer-Minority/Female/
Disabled/Veteran. To view 
current openings,  view 
quali昀cations, and apply, 
please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures Today” 
(tfc-c)

LABORERS NEEDED 
IMMEDIATELY! Full-time 
local positions, 1st & 2nd 
shift.  Good starting wage 
$16 or more based on skill 
& experience. Must pass 
background & drug screen.  
Apply at Liberty Tire Recy-
cling, 2071 US 60 West, 
Marion KY or email resume 
to hmaloney@libertytire.
com. Call for more info 270-
965-3613. Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.    (tfc-c)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(20t-44-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The Hen-
derson Gleaner, The Living-
ston Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more informa-
tion, contact the classi昀ed 
department at (270) 965-
3191 or email us at adver-
tising@the-press.com.

public notice
Public Notice: Crittenden 
County Local Emergen-
cy Planning Committee 
(CCLEPC), pursuant to 
Section 324, Title III (3) of 
the 1986 Federal Super-
fund Amendments and Re-
authorization Act (SARA) 
of 1986, 42 U.S.C. 11001 
ET,SEQ., the following in-
formation is provided in 
compliance with the Com-
munity Right to Know re-
quirements of the SARA 

Law and the Open Meet-
ings and Open Records 
Provisions of KRS 61.800, 
61.805, 61.810, 61.823, 
61.826, 61.835. 
Members of the public 
may contact the Critten-
den County Local Emer-
gency Planning Committee 
(CCLEPC) by writing Mr. 
Jason Hurley, Chairman 
of the Crittenden County 
Local Emergency Plan-
ning Committee (CCLEPC) 
at, 200 Industrial Dr., Ste. 
A, Marion, KY 42064 or 
contact by phone at (270) 
965-5251. The Crittenden 
County Local Emergen-
cy Planning Committee 
(CCLEPC) conducts meet-
ings at 200 Industrial Dr., 
Marion, KY or at other loca-
tions as advertised, in ac-
cordance with the KY Open 
Meetings Law. Members 
of the public may request 
to be noti昀ed of regular or 
special meetings as provid-
ed in KRS 61.820. Records 
of the planning committee, 
including the county emer-
gency response plan, safe-
ty data sheets, and inven-
tory forms, or any follow-up 
emergency meeting notice 
may subsequently be is-
sued, are open for inspec-
tion, and members of the 
public who wish to review 
these records may do so 
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., CST, 
M-F, at 200 Industrial Dr., 
Ste. A, Marion, KY 42064 
as required by the KY Open 
Records Law. The local 
24-hour telephone number 
for purposes of emergency 
noti昀cation, as required by 
SARA Law, is (270) 965-
3500. (1t-49-c)

legal notices
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court f, KY do certify that 
the following has 昀led no-
tice of Final Settlement: 
Michael Stephen Conger, 
administrator of Lillie Ann 
Conger, deceased, whose 
address was 249 North Ma-
ple St., Marion, KY 42064.
The foregoing settlement 
is to be heard at the regu-
lar session of Crittenden 
District Court on January 
3, 2024. All persons having 
exceptions to said settle-
ments are to 昀le same at 
once.
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court 
(1t-49-c)

bid notice
INVITATION FOR SEALED 
BID FOR REAL ESTATE 
LOCATED AT
400 EAST DEPOT STREET 
The City of Marion, Ken-
tucky, a City of the Home 
Rule Class, has declared 
as surplus property the real 
estate located at 400 East 
Depot Street consisting of 
.71 acres and identi昀ed as 
PVA Parcel Map 058-20-
44-005.00 and being the 
same property conveyed 
by Stephen M. Arnett, Spe-
cial Master Commissioner, 
by Deed dated August 17, 
2016 and of record in Deed 
Book 231, at Page 663; 
Also see Deed from Mary 
F. Plunkett, a widow, dated 
June 4, 2013 and recorded 
in Deed Book 222, at Page 
633. All references to the 
Crittenden County Court 
Clerk’s Of昀ce.Sealed bids 
will be accepted in person 
at City Hall or by US Mail, 
postage prepaid, at 217  
South Main Street, Marion, 
Kentucky 42064. Sealed 
Bids must be received at 
City Hall no later than noon 
Central Standard Time De-
cember 19, 2023. The bid 
opening shall occur in pub-
lic at 12:05 P.M. Central 
Standard Time same date. 
Bidders or an authorized 
representative must be 
present at the bid opening. 
In the event the bidding is 
successful, the prevailing 
bidder must be prepared to 
deposit no less than 20% 
of the bid to the City on 
December 19, 2023 and to 
close and present balance 
of funds in full to the City 
by January 19, 2024. The 
prevailing bidder is respon-
sible for all closing costs, 
including deed preparation, 
transfer tax, and recording 
fees and should have a title 
examination performed at 
their own expense prior to 
closing. The City of Marion 
reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids. (1t-49-c)

BID FOR HVAC: The Liv-
ingston County Cooper-
ative Extension Of昀ce in 
Smithland, KY is accepting 
bids to replace the current 

HVAC system. Bids will be 
accepted until January 31, 
2024. 
Job can be seen/assessed 
on-sight at the Livingston 
County Cooperative Exten-
sion Of昀ce located at 803 
U.S. 60 East, Smithland, KY 
42081 between the hours 
of 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 
Job must be started within 
15-30 days of the time the 
bid is accepted and agreed 
upon by both parties. De-
tailed, itemized bids should 
be delivered in-person or by 
mail (Livingston County Ex-
tension District Board, P.O. 
Box 189, Smithland, KY 
42081) no later than Janu-
ary 31, 2024 by 4:30 p.m. 
For questions, please call 
270-928-2168 or email Joni 
Phelps at jkbarr3@uky.edu. 
The College of Agriculture, 
Food and Environment is 
an Equal Opportunity Or-
ganization with respect to 
education and employment 
and authorization to provide 
research, education infor-
mation and other services 
only to individuals and insti-
tutions that function without 
regard to economic or social 
status and will not discrimi-
nate on the bases of race, 
color, ethnic origin, creed, 
religion, political belief, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, 
pregnancy, marital status, 
genetic information, age, 
veteran status, or physical 
or mental disability. Inqui-
ries regarding compliance 
with Title VI and Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Title IX of the Educational 
Amendments, Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act 
and other related matter 
should be directed to Equal 
Opportunity Of昀ce, College 
of Agriculture, Food and 
Environment, University of 
Kentucky, Room S-105, Ag-
riculture Science Building, 
North Lexington, Kentucky 
40546. (4t-50-c)

statewides
ANIMALS/PETS

Are you a pet owner? Do 
you want to get up to 100% 
back on Vet Bills? Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance 
Company has pet coverage 
that can help! Call 1-844-
770-5259 to get a free 
quote or visit insurebarkme-
ow.com/kypa

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138

DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $64.99/
mo For 24 mos, Free In-
stallation!  165+ Channels 
Available.  Call Now For 
The Most Sports & Enter-
tainment On TV!  855-695-
7008

Switch to DISH and get up 
to a $300 gift card! Plus get 
the Multisport pack includ-
ed for a limited time!  Hurry, 
call for details: 1-855-633-
4574

DIRECTV Sports Pack – 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro 
and college sports LIVE. 
Plus over 40 regional and 
specialty networks includ-
ed. NFL, College Football, 
MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and 
more. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
292-5435

CELLULAR

DURACELL. The #1 trusted 
battery brand now offering 
the M150 Portable Power 
Station. When fully charged 
the M150 provides enough 
power to charge all your 
devices– laptops, phones, 
tablets, earbuds and more 
for work and fun. Give 
the gift of portable power 
this holiday season only 
$199. Go to portablepower.
info/134

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and 
no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with 昀exible 
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, 
call 1-833-353-2982

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

Make a tax-savvy move 

this holiday season and 
year-end! Donate your car, 
truck, boat, RV, and more 
to champion our veterans. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous year-end tax 
deduction. Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-833-984-
2146 today!

CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled – it doesn’t matter! 
Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MOD-
ELS too! Call 1-855-968-
1588

FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979

\In昀ation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cantly 
less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-844-
262-5602

GROCERY

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered-to-the-door  Oma-
ha Steaks! Get 8 FREE 
Omaha Steaks Burgers!  
Order The All-Time Grilling 
Faves! ONLY $99.99.  Call 
1-844-317-8031 and men-
tion code 73375STS or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
GrillFaves5233

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material -steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer -up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME 
with energy ef昀cient new 
windows! They will increase 
your home’s value & de-
crease your energy bills. 
Replace all or a few! Call 
now to get your free, no-obli-
gation quote. 833-442-1714

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-866-329-2415

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call: 855-980-4857

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator Act now 
to receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase* Call 1-844-688-8576 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.
ATTENTION HOMEOWN-
ERS!! YOU CAN PROTECT 
YOUR APPLIANCES AND 

SYSTEMS. For just a little 
more than a $1.00/day. Call 
now for First month free, 
$75.00/off 1st year. 1-855-
536-7294

INTERNET OFFERS

FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for recipi-
ents of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Bene-
昀ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus of-
fer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-888-335-0109

Shop w/ A Viasat Expert For 
High Speed Satellite Inter-
net. New Customer Deals In 
Your Area. Nationwide Ser-
vice. New Service For 2023. 
833-383-1496

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780RNET OFFERS

Connect to the best wireless 
home internet with Earth-
Link. Enjoy speeds from 5G 
and 4G LTE networks, no 
contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 
GB. Call 855-610-2098

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
–Call Today for speeds up to 
25mbps as low as $59.99/
mo! Finally, no hard data 
limits! $75 gift card, terms 
apply. 1-866-481-29844G 

4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus 
take your service with you 
when you travel! As low as 
$109.99/mo! 1-877-706-
4439

INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-900-7392 www.den-
tal50plus.com/26 #6258

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other 昀nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concen-

trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early 
detection! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-877-465-1309

MISCELLANEOUS

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 866-256-
1169

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR 
OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins 
/ Banjos. 866-812-4393

PROFESSIONAL SER-
VICE

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being re-
viewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-855-209-
2951 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky

SOCIAL SECURITY

Denied Social Security Dis-
ability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, 昀led for SSD and de-
nied, Our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No 
money out of pockets! Call 
1-866-590-6443
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WATER 
Continued from page 1 

in the long-term solution 
for Marion. 

The six-member CLWD 
board of directors has 
during recent meetings 
discussed a need for ex-
pansion. State dollars 
have already been 
pledged to replace a filter 
at the water district’s 
plant in Pinckneyville on 
the Cumberland River in 
Livingston County. A re-
quest for $1.7 million 
from Congress has been 
presented by Rep. James 
Comer as part of HR 
4821 Department of the 
Interior, Environment, 
and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act and an-
other $2 million has been 
applied for through a 
Kentucky Community 
Development Block 
Grant. Marion’s water 
crisis consultant has 
been active in helping 
CLWD position itself for 
those last two pending 
sources of funding.  

To fully meet its own 
future needs and take 
Marion on as a wholesale 
customer, CLWD would 
need additional financial 
backing in the form of 
grants or loans in excess 
of $35 million. Prelimi-
nary work has been done 
to determine what that 
expansion would look 
like, but the wheels of 
progress are moving 
slowly. 

A few months ago, Mar-
ion and CLWD entered 
into an agreement that 
allows Marion to buy a 
limited amount of water, 
which it has done period-
ically since the water cri-
sis began almost a year 
and a half ago. Marion 
has not drawn any water 
from CLWD since July 
22. Adequate rainfall has 
allowed Marion to pro-
duce enough water to ful-
fill its daily demand by 
drawing raw water from 
Old City Lake and a half-
full Lake George. 

Almost a year ago, 
Marion made a formal 
commitment supporting 
growth at CLWD that 
would double the size of 
its plant from 2 million 
gallons per day to 4 mil-
lion. Marion and every 
other area community 
(e.g. Salem, Ledbetter, 
Grand Rivers and Smith-
land) that buys wholesale 
water from CLWD passed 
joint resolutions support-
ing a broad plan for ren-
ovation and expansion at 
CLWD. The resolution 
pledged involvement in 
helping CLWD seek fi-
nancial support from 
state and federal sources.  

The mayor said that 
city leaders this month 

may take even further ac-
tion to officially pledge its 
commitment to becoming 
a long-term, high-volume 
CLWD wholesale cus-
tomer, which would as-
sure the district an 
additional revenue 
stream to bank on when 
it seeks additional fi-
nancing for expansion. 

Without some sort of a 
long-term relationship 
with CLWD, Marion’s op-
tions are likely much 
more complicated. The 
city would almost cer-
tainly need to sign on 
with another reliable re-
gional provider. A few of 
those options were al-
ready explored to some 
degree during the emer-
gency response phase. 
New infrastructure would 
be necessary in every 
scenario. Marion could 
also opt to upgrade its 
plant and make perma-
nent repairs to Lake 
George. Yet, that idea has 
never gained much trac-
tion. It would be incredi-
bly costly and financial 
assistance would likely 
be scarce. Based on 
rough estimates from 
state and local leaders, 
the city’s water treatment 
plant on Chapel Hill 
Road would need around 
$7 to $10 million in up-
grades.  

State agencies have in-
dicated to local leaders 
that repairing the plant 
and reservoir as a long-
term solution is not a fa-
vorable path. There are 
several reasons that idea 
faces opposition (e.g.) its 
raw water sources are 
drought-susceptible, 
pouring millions of dol-
lars into a plant that 
serves one small city is 
generally not looked 
upon as a prudent use of 
state and federal dollars 
and recruiting and re-
taining certified plant op-
erators is difficult and 
projected to becoming 
even tougher and more 
expensive. 

“We will not supply our 
own water as we have in 
past because of the costs 
to upgrade the plant and 
because of PFAS issues. 
We just can’t do it. We 
won’t do it,” Mayor 
Browning said. 

PFAS is an acronym for 
a family of laboratory-
made chemicals known 
as perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances. Some of these 
chemicals have been in 
commercial use since the 
1940s, and in recent 
years they have begun 
showing up in drinking 
water in concerning lev-
els. Unsafe amounts in 
water may result in 
health effects including 
developmental affects to 

fetuses during preg-
nancy, cancer, liver ef-
fects, immune effects and 
thyroid ffects. Efforts to 
curb consumption of 
those chemicals will in-
clude regulatory changes 
that will demand expen-
sive filtration processes 
at water manufacturing 
facilities large and small. 
Tackling that issue alone 
would be highly challeng-
ing for Marion, even with-
out its current raw water 
problems.  

That is bad news for 
those who want to see 
Lake George restored to 
its former glory.  

Going forward, Marion 
has all but chiseled in 
stone its determination to 
buy water from a regional 
provider, and CLWD ap-
pears to be its chosen 
partner. That will leave 
Lake George vulnerable 
to all sorts of regulatory 
and structural viability 
challenges beyond its 
duty as a raw water 
source. The stabilization 
project that’s getting 
ready to take place is 
only a temporary patch. 
Lifespan of the emer-
gency mitigation work 
will be four to five years. 
After that, the dam would 
need further improve-
ments in order to remain 
viable from a regulatory 
standpoint, whether it is 
used as a source of raw 
water for the city or sim-
ply a recreational body of 
water. Estimates for a 
long-term fix are around 
$5 million. That figure, 
however is far from con-
clusive.  

Mayor Browning says 
she would like to engage 
other possible investors 
to help shore up the lake 
for its long-term recre-
ational and aesthetic 
value. She suggested that 
Marion Tourism and 
Recreation Commission, 
Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court and/or other agen-
cies might be potential 
partners.  

It appears unlikely that 
there would be an ap-
petite for direct, signifi-
cant financial assistance 
from county or state gov-

ernment, particularly if 
longterm renovation of 
the lake is solely for its 
recreational value.  

The mayor says she is 
currently exploring a $1 
million USDA Rural De-
velopment Grant. Prereq-
uisite environmental and 
cultural studies neces-
sary to secure the grant 
would cost the city 
around $40,000. She has 
ordered the work to move 
forward. If secured, that 
grant could help offset 
the cost to rebuild Lake 
George, even if only for 
its recreational value.  

The tourism commis-
sion receives annual tax 
revenue in the neighbor-
hood of $290,000 from a 
three-percent prepared 
meal and lodging tax. It 
has numerous financial 
obligations already, and 
it remains unclear how 
much financial support 
tourism directors would 
be willing to commit un-
less the lake doubled as a 
raw water source. Those 
same directors, however, 
serve at the pleasure of 
the mayor and city coun-
cil. 

No matter how it’s 
sliced, the financial obli-
gation would almost cer-
tainly fall on city 
taxpayers in some shape 
or form to restore Lake 
George back to normal 
pool for the long haul. 
Grants or any other so-
called “free money” are 
not likely.   

Amortization of a $4 
million low-interest, gov-
ernment loan at current 
rates would cost Marion 
about $7.4 million over a 

30-year term. Annual 
payments would be al-
most $250,000. There 
has been no discussion 
by the Marion City Coun-
cil about the source for 
such funding.  

The city could consider 
selling the reservoir and 
surrounding property to 
a private investor, which 
might find lake-building 
regulations less onerous 
than a municipality. Per-
mits would still be re-
quired, but with perhaps 
less red tape and cost if 
privately developed.  

Chapter 151 of the 
Kentucky Revised 
Statutes and related reg-
ulations require approval 
by the Natural Resources 
and Environmental Pro-
tection Cabinet prior to 
the construction or re-
construction any dam. A 
dam, according to one 
definition provided on the 
Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources’ website, is an 
impounding structure 
that is at least 25 feet in 
height, measured from 
the downstream toe to 
the crest, or has a maxi-
mum impounding capac-
ity of 50 acre-feet of 
water at the top of the 
structure.   

It is unclear if other 
hurdles and/or regula-
tory issues would impede 
an idea of private re-de-
velopment of the lake. 
Reclamation of the cur-
rent basin and levee 
would certainly have to 
be addressed. 

While challenges re-
main, Marion appears to 
have a solid plan for its 

short-term water needs – 
so long as there is not 
another serious drought. 
It has also chosen a path 
forward for the genera-
tional future of the town’s 
drinking water. It wants 
to buy potable water in-
stead of making it, 
preferably from CLWD.  

In addition to securing 
the source of its water, 
Marion also has great 
need for millions of dol-
lars in distribution sys-
tem repairs. Those are 
absolutely necessary to 
solve costly leaks that are 
partly the result of poor 
maintenance and re-
placement schedules 
over the past.  

None of Marion’s prob-
lems are insurmount-
able, but every solution 
requires mountainous 
sums of money.  

Cost of the initial sta-
blization work will be 
covered by the state. The 
first signs of that project 
will be construction of a 
temporary creek crossing 
near the water plant for 
trucks that will be haul-
ing material to Lake 
George. 

Beyond the upcoming 
emergency work at Lake 
George, the cost – how-
ever large or small – of 
fixing these problems in 
the longterm, will be 
borne by local residents, 
who are already railing 
about expensive water 
and sewer bills.  

Depending on the path 
chosen, some federal and 
state assistance is possi-
ble to curb the financial 
blow to local residents.
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This undated photograph from the Save Lake George 
Facebook Page was taken looking northward at the 
lake from a point where lakeshore homes are located.

This is a photo taken from about the same point as the 
one on the left. This was taken after the levee was pur-
posely breached, draining more than half of the lake.
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BASKETBALL  

CCMS post-season 

    Crittenden County Middle School 
will host the 7th Grade District Basket-
ball boys’ and girls’ tournaments Sat-
urday at Rocket Arena. On Saturday, 
Dec. 16, the 8th Grade District Tour-
nament will be held at Caldwell 
County. 

7th Grade Boys Thursday 
Crittenden at Livingston County 
7th Boys Saturday at Rocket Arena 
Crittenden/Livingston vs Trigg, 10am 
Lyon County vs Caldwell Co., noon 
 

Fifth District Standings 

   Here are the Fifth District standings 
after all league games have been 
played for this season. 

GIRLS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    1-0        3-1 
Livingston Central           1-1        1-2 
Crittenden County           0-1        2-1 
Trigg County                    0-0        2-1 
 

BOYS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    1-0        2-0 
Crittenden County           0-1        0-3 
Trigg County                    0-0        0-3 
Livingston Central           1-1        2-1 
 

Round the 5th District 

TUESDAY’S RESULTS 
Girls 

Lyon County 44, Livingston Central 28 
Trigg County 60, Ft. Campbell 16 

Boys 
Lyon Co. 109, Livingston Central 58 
Caldwell County 62, Trigg County 51 
 

UPCOMING GAMES 
Girls 

Friday: Trigg Co. at Crittenden Co. 
Tuesday: Trigg Co. at Lyon County 

Boys 
Friday: Trigg Co. at Crittenden Co. 
Tuesday: Trigg Co. at Lyon County 
 

CCHS 1,000-Points Club 

   Here is a list of Crittenden County 
basketball players who have scored 
1,000 or more points during their ca-
reers. 

ROCKETS 
1,822      Tim Hill                      2000-2005 
1,596      Bennett Smith           1968-1972 
1,545      Gabe Mott                 2016-2021 
1,413      Travis Champion  2022-Present 
1,326      Don Brasher              1950-1953 
1,279      Preston Morgeson     2018-2023 
1,205      Greg Thurman           1983-1987 
1,191      Aaron Owen              2009-2014 
1,175      Preston Turley           2016-2021 
1,090      Casey Oliver              2007-2011 
1,063      Lige Shadowen         1955-1958 
1,030      Tom Wring                 1953-1956 
1,024      Spencer Cozart         1975-1979 

 
LADY ROCKETS 

2,643      Taylor Guess             2017-2023 
1,825      Cassidy Moss            2013-2017 
1,628      Jeanne Hinchee        1973-1978 
1,534      Shannon Collins        1979-1985 
1,448      Jessi Hodge               2006-2011 
1,333      Morgan Dooms         2000-2004 
1,291      Chelsea Oliver           2011-2015 
1,123      Vanessa Gray            1981-1984 
1,065      Jessie Mathieu          2001-2006 
1,017      Madison Champion   2014-2018 
  
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Deer archery                  Sept 2 - Jan 15 
Turkey archery               Sept 2 - Jan 15 
Deer crossbow            Sept 16 - Jan 15 
Racoon hunting               Oct 1 - Feb 29 
Turkey crossbow          Nov 11 - Dec 31 
Squirrel                         Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Quail                             Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Rabbit                           Nov 13 - Feb 10 
Racoon trapping           Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Gray or red fox             Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Beaver                          Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Bobcat                          Nov 18 - Feb 29 
Dove                              Nov 23 - Dec 3 
Canada goose              Nov 23 - Feb 15 
Turkey shotgun                          Dec 2-8 
Deer late muzzleloader           Dec 9-17 
Dove                             Dec 23 - Jan 14 
Deer free youth hunt              Dec 30-31 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 
 
FOOTBALL  

State finals results 
State Championship Results 
Friday at Kroger Field, Lexington 
1A Pikeville 21, Paintsville 0  
2A Mayfield 53, Owensboro Catholic 48 
4A Boyle County 41, Covington Catholic 0 
Saturday at Kroger Field, Lexington 
Christian Academy Louisville 41 Bell Co. 16 
Bowling Green 28, Cooper 14 
Louisville Trinity 41, Bryan Station 20 
 

STAFF REPORT 
Not since January of 2018 

had Crittenden County been 
swept at Smithland, but on 
Friday the Lady Rockets and 
Rockets were both taken to 
the mat in a Fifth District 
doubleheader at Livingston 
Central. 

The Rocket girls took Liv-
ingston to overtime before 
bowing 52-49 as the Lady 
Cardinals snapped a 17-
game losing streak against 
CCHS. 

Livingston missed 9 of its 
12 foul shots in the overtime, 
but still managed to hang on 
to win as the Lady Rocket of-
fense sputtered down the 
stretch and turned the ball 
over far too many times.  

“We had a chance to win 
the game in regulation,” Crit-
tenden coach Shannon 
Hodge said. “Our offense was 
just stagnant and we were 
very insecure with the ball.” 

Anna Boone, who fouled 
out in overtime, led the Lady 
Rockets with 18 points and 
eighth-grader Jordyn Hodge 
came off the bench to score a 
dozen. Otherwise, there 
wasn’t too much cooking on 
that end of the floor. Mean-
while, Livingston junior Vic-
toria Joiner scored a 
game-high 20. 

CCHS led by five at the half 
and by four early in the 
fourth period.  

Crittenden lost for the first 
time in the young season. The 

girls were 1-1 overall and 0-1 
in the league after the loss at 
Livingston, which improved 
to 1-1 on the season. Critten-
den will host Trigg County 
Friday in another district 
matchup. 

The boys also jumped out 
to a lead then stumbled in 
the second half at Livingston. 
Their unraveling actually 
began late in the second pe-
riod when Livingston took the 

lead for good just before the 
break and held a one-point 
advantage at halftime.  

Tough around the basket, 
Livingston scored 27 points 
at the free throw line in a 
game that saw 50 fouls. 
LCHS went to the stripe 41 
times while Crittenden got 24 
chances there. 

Crittenden, which had not 
lost to Livingston Central in 
nine straight games dating 

back to 2019, got in a real 
bind in the third period when 
senior Travis Champion was 
injured driving with the ball 
down the lane in front court. 
He left with 16 points and 
never returned.  

Sophomore Bryson Walker 
led CCHS with 27 points and 
Logan Wring paced the Cardi-
nals with 30 as Livingston 
improved to 2-0 on the sea-
son.  

The Rocket boys will also 
play Trigg County on Friday 
at Rocket Arena. 
 

GIRLS SUMMARY 
Crittenden Co.   16   30  42  47   49 
Livingston Cent. 19   25  42  47   52 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 18, Evans 4, 
Holeman 3, Federico 6, Rushing 4, 
Stewart 2, Hodge 12. FG 17. 3-point-
ers 2 (Holeman, Hodge). FT 13-21 
LIVINGSTON – A.Leahy 11, 
B.Collins, Jennings 4, Joiner 20, 
Downey 7, T.Leahy, Ramage 10. FG 
20. 3-pointers 2 (Joiner, Downey). FT 
10-26. 
 

BOYS SUMMARY 
Crittenden County 19   36   44  63 
Livingston Central 15   37   57  80 
CRITTENDEN – Champion 16, 
Belcher, Walker 27, Hatfield 3, Sharp 
4, Keller, Reddick 11, Jones, Travis 
2, Poindexter, Candelario. FG 21. 3-
pointers 6 (Walker 4, Champion, Hat-
field). FT 15-24. 
LIVINGSTON – Thomason 16, Har-
grove 2, Davidson 6, Hosick 10, 
Wring 29, Zaim 10, Meyers 7, 
Taraskiewicz. FG 25. 3-pointers 3 
(Davidson 2, Meyers). FT 27-41.

Crittenden County senior Travis Champion was injured on this 
play in the third quarter at Livingston Central on Friday.

Crittenden swept in DH at Livingston

This Week’s Results 

Lady Rockets 
knock off Tigers,  
Trojans get boys  
 
STAFF REPORT 

Four Lady Rockets broke into double fig-
ures to give coach Shannon Hodge a 
glimpse of what a well-rounded offense 
could look like as Crittenden County beat 
Caldwell County 58-51 at Princeton’s But-
ler Building Tuesday. 

The game was very close with Caldwell 
leading much of the first half by two to 
four points until the Lady Tigers took a 
one-point edge into the break. 

Crittenden’s shooting improved in the 
second half and the Lady Rockets dashed 
ahead by 10 points with four minutes left 
in the game. From there, Caldwell never 
got closer than seven points. 

Sophomore Elliot Evans led Crittenden 
scoring with 17 points and classmate 
Anna Boone got 16. Sophomore center 
Bristyn Rushing had 10 before fouling out 
in the fourth period and eighth-grader 
Jordyn Hodge came off the bench with an-
other 10 points. 

After a leg injury Friday against Liv-
ingston, Rocket senior Travis Champion 
was cleared just hours before Crittenden’s 
boys played at Webster County Tuesday. 

He didn’t start, but came off the bench 
to score three points in the first half before 
leaving the game with further issues, and 
not returning in a 72-40 loss.   

 
GIRLS SUMMARY 

Crittenden County            13        26       41       58 
Caldwell County              12        27       39       51 
CRITTENDEN- Boone 16, Evans 17, Holeman, Fed-
erico 3, Rushing 10, Stewart 2, Hodge 10, Munday. 
FT 17. 3-pointers 1 (Hodge). FT 25-31. 
CALDWELL - Clark 6, M.Thomas 7, Butts 4, Sykes 
6, Thompson 17, Copeland, Aiken 3, Williams 8. FG 
18. 3-pointers 1 (Thomas). FT 14-18.         

BOYS SUMMARY 
Crittenden County            10         20        29        40 
Webster County               17         39        58        72 
CRITTENDEN – Champion 3, Belcher, Walker 8, 
Hatfield, Sharp 12, Keller 10, Reddick 7, Poindexter. 
FG 15. FT 6-12.  
WEBSTER – McDyer 5, Starks-Scott 10, Austin 20, 
Hardison 2, Michalek 13, Davis 3, Garrard 9, Phelps, 
Cardwell, Oreutt 7, Whitsell 3, Alstadt, Wright, 
Harkey. FG 25. 3-pointers 9. FT 13-20. 

Crittenden County 
sophomore Anna 
Boone (far left) is 
leading the team 
in scoring early 
this season as ex-
pected. Center 
Bristyn Rushing 
and Livingston 
Central’s Taylor 
Leahy collide dur-
ing a scramble for 
the ball during 
last week’s CCHS 
loss at Smithland.
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This holiday season invest 
in yourself by opening a

STAFF REPORT 
Gifts for teens are 

among the greatest 
needs for this year’s 
Community Christmas 
event. Four dozen teens 
are included in the an-
nual charitable holiday 
project to distribute food 
and gifts throughout the 
community.  

Ideal gifts for teens in-
clude bath and shower 
products, ear buds and 
age-appropriate gift sets.  

To date, just over 
$7,000 has been raised 
for Community Christ-
mas. The goal is 
$10,000, which will sup-
ply gift and food vouch-
ers to 56 families and five 
senior adults who ap-

plied for assistance in 
2023.  

All 97 children ages 
12-under have been 
sponsored.  

Crystal Wesmoland, 
Crittenden County 
Schools’ family resource 
center coordinator, said 
anyone who would like to 
make a financial contri-
bution can do so at any 
Farmers Bank location, 
where it will be deposited 
into the Community 
Christmas account.  

All gifts should be 
dropped off at Marion 
Baptist Church between 
9 a.m., and 1 p.m., 
Thursday, Dec. 14. Fam-
ilies will pick up Commu-
nity Christmas gifts 

between 9 a.m., and 
noon, Friday, Dec. 15. 

Stuff the Bus contin-
ues at Crittenden County 
Middle School through 
Dec. 13.  

Between 9 a.m., and 1 
p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 
13, citizens can drop off 
gifts  for teenagers at 
Crittenden County Mid-
dle School to be distrib-
uted through the 
Community Christmas 
program. 

Some items to be col-
lected are lotions, per-
fumes, phone chargers, 
hats, toboggans, books, 
journals, jewelry, athletic 
socks, make-up and nail 
polish among other 
things teenagers enjoy.

All Smiles on Santa’s Knee 
Four-month-old Avery Jo James was dressed for the occasion and found Santa to 
be a jolly old elf worth smiling about, particularly after mom asked for one. Avery 
Jo’s parents are Amy and Ryan James of Marion.

 BY ALLISON EVANS 
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS 

Late-night mail deliver-
ies in rural Crittenden 
County are becoming 
commonplace, the result 
of an overwhelmed U.S. 
Postal Service bogged 
down by Amazon pack-
age deliveries. 

Local residents say 
their mail is arriving as 
late as 10:30 or 11 p.m., 
as some mail carriers 
work more than 12 hours 
a day, making up to three 
trips during their normal 
route back to the Marion 
Post Office to refill deliv-
ery vehicles that are un-
able of holding all of the 
day’s deliveries at one 
time. By late afternoon, 
carriers are rushing to 
get rural customers’ out-
going mail back to the 
Marion Post Office so it 
can be sent to processing 
facilities as quickly as 
possible. 

Marion Post Office 
began delivering Amazon 
packages earlier this year 
and volume has picked 
up due to customer con-
venience of Prime ship-
ping. However, the 
increase in seasonal 
packages and late hours 
is creating disgruntled 
customers, confused out-
door pets and exhausted 

carriers, say those in-
volved in the process. 

The problem isn’t 
unique to Crittenden 
County. Rural post of-
fices across the country 
are singing a similar 
tune. Carriers in Min-
nesota protested “unsus-
tainable conditions,” last 
week due to the inunda-
tion of Amazon packages. 

Marion Postmaster 
Adam Graham provided 
head lamps to his carri-
ers, who are working a 
good portion of their 
routes in the dark.  

“We would rather our 
carriers to be delivering 
packages to residents' 
front doors in the dark 
than be on the side of the 
road servicing a mailbox 
with the possibility of 
being rear ended. All I 
ask of my carriers is to be 
safe every day because I 
need them going home to 
their families,” the post-
master said. 

Daily, Amazon sorting 

centers drop packages at 
Marion Post Office, where 
they are sorted and pre-
pared for carriers. It is 
not uncommon for Crit-
tenden County carriers 
to have upwards of 200 
packages during the hol-
iday season. Extra pack-
ages cause routes to be 
longer due to carriers 
needing to drive into res-
idents’ driveways to 
safely deliver packages. 

“I urge everyone to 
please be patient with 
your mail carriers as they 
are under a lot of pres-
sure to ensure you get 
proper on time delivery 
every day,” Graham 
added.  

Simple things like 
making sure porches and 
sidewalks have a clear 
walkway help carriers 
coming to doors. Also, be 
sure that mailboxes are 
clear of impediments. 

In addition to dispers-
ing packages through the 
USPS, Amazon’s Hub De-
livery service is hiring 
local private contractors 
to help get packages de-
livered during the holiday 
season. So, don’t be sur-
prised if a mail carrier 
shows up after dark, or a 
contractor you may not 
recognize is delivering 
your Christmas package.

TEACHER 
Continued from page 1 

fostering a love for learn-
ing and creating an envi-
ronment that encourages 
students to excel. 

“She is an inspiration 
to other students,” one 
nominee wrote, and “is 
very dedicated to her stu-
dents.” 

Rodriguez strives to 
offer the same artistic re-
lease to her students that 
she benefited from as a 
teen and young adult.  

The need to be near 
her ill mother, retired 
Crittenden County 
teacher Kay Kirby, 
brought her home 

shortly after college. Her 
father, Brian, is the 
maintenance director in 
the school district. 

“I’m enjoying what I’m 
doing. I like being home,” 
explained Rodriguez, 
who spent seven years as 
a paramedic before tak-
ing a step back after the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
pursuing a teaching de-
gree from Murray State 
University. “My daughter 
is growing up here, and 
we want to stay in the 
area.” 

Rodriguez is thankful 
to be “in the art environ-
ment with amazing kids,” 
who she will reward with 
“Pay It Forward” McDon-
ald’s coupons to honor 

her students’ work in the 
classroom. She was also 
presented a $100 Visa 
gift card for her selection. 

Rodriguez’s artistic 
abilities are recognizable 
inside Crittenden County 
School’s cafeteria and on 
the Veterans Wall of 
Honor in Rocket Arena. 
She also recently devel-
oped a more public dis-
play of art, an American 
flag mural on a Marion 
Main Street building. 

“I am very grateful to 
come here every day to 
do this, to connect with 
kids, and it is nice that 
people recognize that.” 

Rodriguez is in her 
third year at Crittenden 
County High School. 

A demolition contractor last week completed efforts to cut up and remove sec-
tions of the steel truss of the old Smithland Bridge from the Cumberland River.  
The truss of the 92-year-old structure was dropped into the river by explosive 
demolition last Thursday. The river is now clear and normal traffic has returned  
on it and the new Smithland Bridge. Two additional blasts are planned to take 
down remnants of the old bridge, including the concrete piers and concrete 
abutments. Weather permitting, the next blast would be around Dec. 15. The 
old U.S. 60 Cumberland River Bridge, also known as the Lucy Jefferson Lewis 
Memorial Bridge and the Smithland Bridge, was originally opened to traffic in 
1931. It was named in honor of former U.S. President Thomas Jefferson’s sister, 
who had settled nearby in Livingston County close to what is now Birdsville. 

Night delivery of packages 
common during holidays

How to Help Community Christmas 

Teens lead holiday effort’s needs 
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polish among other 
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be a jolly old elf worth smiling about, particularly after mom asked for one. Avery 
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can be sent to processing 
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possible. 
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began delivering Amazon 
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and volume has picked 
up due to customer con-
venience of Prime ship-
ping. However, the 
increase in seasonal 
packages and late hours 
is creating disgruntled 
customers, confused out-
door pets and exhausted 

carriers, say those in-
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fices across the country 
are singing a similar 
tune. Carriers in Min-
nesota protested “unsus-
tainable conditions,” last 
week due to the inunda-
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Adam Graham provided 
head lamps to his carri-
ers, who are working a 
good portion of their 
routes in the dark.  

“We would rather our 
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than be on the side of the 
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with the possibility of 
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are under a lot of pres-
sure to ensure you get 
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added.  
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making sure porches and 
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coming to doors. Also, be 
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In addition to dispers-
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tions of the steel truss of the old Smithland Bridge from the Cumberland River.  
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